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Introduction to HS2



HS2 Phase One
HS2 Phase 2a
HS2 Phase 2b
Existing network

Bringing Britain closer together

HS2 is now being built, it will form 
the spine of our rail system.

• 345 miles of brand new high 
speed track will connect 
Birmingham, Manchester, 
Leeds and London.
• HS2 trains will also run on 

the existing network, 
serving towns and cities in 
the North West, North East 
and Scotland.
• HS2 will connect 30 million 

people and 8 of our largest 
cities, with 25 stops from 
Scotland to the South East.

Key facts



London

Why Britain needs HS2
More capacity,
cutting carbon and
better connectivity. 



Capacity: Fixing our railways

HS2 will carry over 
300,000 passengers a day. 
Putting long distance 
services on our brand new 
track will take pressure off 
the existing network, 
adding vital capacity for 
more local, commuter 
and freight services. 



Carbon: Our cleaner, 
greener future

HS2 will be the low carbon 
alternative for long distance 
travel and will support the 
transition to a net zero 
carbon economy in the UK 
by 2050.
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Connectivity:         
More within reach
By bringing Britain closer 
together, there will be 
more investment in the 
Midlands and the North 
as areas regenerate and 
businesses expand. 
HS2 will open up 
opportunities for 
millions of people. 



Security challenges in building HS2

Security challenges



Incidents of trespass and protest
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Year on year increase in protest against HS2

Cumulative Year-on-Year HS2 Protest-Related Reports – Including Projected Figures for 2021

Clear evidence of a year-on-year increase



Escalation of violence and crime

A comparison of the same 6 
month periods in 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021 shows 
increases as follows:

Criminal Damage +226%
Trespass +300%
Theft +184%
Physical assault +216%



DEC 2020 – Denham Country Park JAN – MAR 2021 – Euston FEB 2021 – Poors Piece

APR 2021 – A41 WendoverMAR 2021 – A413 Wendover MAY 2021 – Podium

Escalation in tactics and violence
Examples:

• 2 HS2 led evictions that have been 
taken over by the Police due to levels of 
resistance and violence

• Significant lock on devices containing 
exploding cannisters with glass and 
metal shards designed to cause harm

• Catapulting of rocks and golf balls
• Protesters observed with knives and 

scissors
• Lasers being shone in workers eyes 

causing temporary loss of sight
• Perforated eardrum and potential 

permanent damage from a megaphone 
used by a protester

• £30,000 damage at Podium

An extremely contentious possession is planned at Small Dean, 
Wendover which may act as a trigger point for more violence



Euston tunnel protest - overview





Examples of protestor shoring chamber 1
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Protest now, theft next

HS2 will account for 4% of all construction in the UK

Our share of that £800M could be £32M a year for 20 years



Protest now, theft next



What are we doing about it?

Routewide perimeter 
security vulnerability 

assessment

Operational assurance that 
supply chain are meeting 
our contracted standards

Operation Rocket / data 
driven approach

Op Rocket - Joint HS2 / BTP
Intelligence Coordination 

Unit

How can you get involved?
HS2 Ltd holds an annual ‘Meet the contractor’ event -
https://www.hs2.org.uk/mtc2020/
Email our Supply Chain Communications team to register your interest –
scc@hs2.org.uk
Check out our contract opportunities - https://www.competefor.com/hs2/

https://www.hs2.org.uk/mtc2020/
mailto:scc@hs2.org.uk
https://www.competefor.com/hs2/


Questions?


